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Acrobat Distiller
Control Interface
Specification

Introduction

This document describes the Acrobat™ Distiller™ control interface, present in
version 2 of the Acrobat Distiller program for Apple” Macintosh” and
Microsoft” Windows™ systems. Thisinterface allows other applications to
programmatically control the Distiller program. It consists of Apple events
on the Macintosh, and Windows messages and command line options under
Windows.

Apple Macintosh

Apple event support

The Macintosh version of the Distiller program supports Apple events. Apple
events can be used from programming languages such as C or from
AppleScript” . Because AppleScript is more straightforward, using it isthe
recommended way to use Apple events with the Distiller program. Software
that uses Apple events can tell the Distiller program to:

» Open and distill one or more PostScript® language files, creating a
Portable Document Format (PDF) file for each. Each PDF file can either
have the name of the original file (but with a“.pdf” extension) or the name
of each PDF file can be independently specified.

» Process PostScript language files, as above, but not return control until the
Distiller program has finished distilling all the PDF files that were
specified.

» Launch or quit the Distiller program.

The notation used in this document follows that used in the AppleScript
Language Guide, published by Addison—Wesley (ISBN 0—201-40735-3):

» Keywords are shown in roman faces, parametersin italics.

» Optional items are enclosed in square brackets.



Each piece of AppleScript example code in this document assumes that it is
being executed within an appropriate tell —end construct, for example:

tell application “Acrobatd Distillerd 2.0
..exanpl e code here...
end tell

The Distiller program supports three of the four required Apple events: open,
run, and quit. While the fourth required event, print, is present, it ssmply
generates an error message because printing has no meaning in the Distiller
program. The open Apple event supported by the Distiller programis an
enhanced version of the open Apple event.

open
open sourceFile [destination destfile] [with wait ]

Description Opens one or more files for the Distiller program to process. If the optional
with wait is used, the Distiller program returns control only after a PDF file
(or log file) is created, instead of immediately. Multiple source and
destination files may be specified.

Parameters sourceFile (reference) Thefile or filesto open.
destFile (reference) Thefile or filesto create.
Return Value None
Examples open file “work.ps’ destination file “ AppleEvt.pdf”
open{ file“work.ps’, file“dev.ps’ } destination { file “ AppleEvt.pdf”, file
“dev_acro.pdf” }
run
run
Description Launches the Digtiller program and invokes its standard startup procedures.
Parameters None
Return Value None
Example run
quit
qui t
Description Terminates the Distiller program.
Parameters None
Return Value None
Example quit

2 Acrobat Distiller Control Interface Specification (08 Dec 94)



3 Microsoft Windows

3.1 Windows messages

The Microsoft Windows version of the Distiller program supports two
Windows messages that:

» Specify thefile or files to process and the output destination.

 Confirm when each file specified in the first Windows message has
completed processing.

The enumerated data types and constants necessary to use the Windows
messaging portion of the Distiller control interface are defined in thefile
distctrl.h. Thisfileisincluded in the Acrobat Plug-In Software Development
Kit (SDK) and the Acrobat SDK. Source files that use the Distiller control
interface must include distctrl.h.

Members of a structure of type DISTRECORD (defined in distctrl.h) are set
to specify thelist of filesto distill and the destination for the output files.
Applications should fill in the structure members listed in Table 1.

Table 1 Members of the DISTRECORD structure

Structure Member  Description

sender Sending application (HWND). If NULL is passed, then
the Distiller program will not return DM_DONE
messages.

fileList Comma-delimited list of filesto distill (char).

outputFile Destination path for output file or files (char). If

multiple files are specified for fileList, specify a
directory rather than a specific file, or each destination
filewill be overwritten by the next.

One of the options listed in Table 2 must be specified in the SendMessage
call to control the appearance of the Save dialog box when each sourcefileis
processed.

Table 2 EngueueOption constants

Constant Description

EQ_NO_SAVE_DIALOG
Do not display the Save dialog box.
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EQ_DEFAULT _OLD_DEST
Display the Save dialog box. Use the most recent
destination directory as the default destination
directory.

EQ_DEFAULT_SOURCE
Display the Save dialog box. Use the sourcefile's
directory as the default destination directory.

To tell the Distiller program to begin processing thefile list, aDM_DISTILL
Windows message, containing the DISTRECORD structure and the chosen
EnqueueOption, is sent to the Distiller program. The following example
demonstrates sending the DM_DISTILL Windows message to the Distiller
program. The message tells the Distiller program to process two PostScript
language files and store the resulting PDF filesin a specified directory,
omitting the unnecessary Save dialog box.

DI STI LLRECORD di st Rec;

LPARAM par ans;

EnqueueOpti ons opti on;

HW\D hDi stillerWwd = FindWndow “Distiller”, NULL);

strcpy(distRec.fileList, “C\WORK. PS, D:\ FI NALAD. PS") ;
strcpy(di stRec. outputFile, “C:\PDFDCCS);

di st Rec. sender = hwnd;

option = EQ NO SAVE DI ALOG,

parans = (LPARAM) All ocAliasl16(&di stRec);

rtn = SendMessage(hDistillerwd, DM DI STILL, (WPARAM option,
par ans) ;

FreeAl i as16( ( DWORD) par ans) ;

if (rtn)
Post Message (hDistillerwd, WVM.TIMER | D TIMER NULL);

If the sending application is specified in the sender member of the
DISTRECORD structure passed in the DM_DISTILL message, aDM_DONE
message is returned to the application after each file specified has been
distilled. The DM_DONE message includes astructure of type DISTRECORD
as a parameter. The fileList member of the structure contains the name of the
PostScript language file that was processed, and the outputFile member
contains the name of the resulting PDF file.

3.2 Command line options

The Distiller program supports options passed as arguments on the command
line. The command line is accessed from the Run command in the Windows
File Manager or from another Windows program using the WinExec()
function.
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To process alist of PostScript language files:
acrodi st sourceFilel[, sourceFile2...]

To process a PostScript language files and name the output PDF file:
acrodi st /o destFile sourceFile

To process alist of PostScript language files and place the output PDF filesin
a specified directory:

acrodist /o directory sourceFilel[, sourceFile2...]

To force the Ditiller program to terminate when it has finished distilling al
PostScript language files in watched directories and any that were specified
on the command line:

acrodi st /q [sourceFilel[, sourceFile2...]]
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Adobe Developer Relations
Using the /o option to specify a destination file results in a PDF file with an extension of ".pdf" from Acrobat Distiller 2.0 regardless of what extension was specified. This will be fixed in a future version.

Using the /o option to specify a list of PostScript language files does not work with Acrobat Distiller 2.0 but will be fixed in a future version.
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