ADOBE~ ACROBAT® NETWORK DISTILLER-®
SYSTEM ADMINISTRATOR ON-LINE GUIDE

hisfile contains all the information you need to set up and use the

Acrobat Distiller—network version. For installation instructions,

system requirements, and registration information, see the Installation
Card accompanying your software. For information on modifying Post-
Script language files, see the pdfmark.pdf document in your Distiller Misc
directory and the Distiller parameterstopic in this document.

Click atopic name to jump to an explanation of that topic:

How to use this on-line quide

How the Distiller works

Starting the Distiller program
Distilling files
Changing the Distiller setup

Network configuration issues

Status and error information
Troubleshooting




HOW TO USE THIS ON-LINE GUIDE
Topic Click underlined text to jump to the topic indicated. Underlined
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text indicates text that is “linked” to another part of the guide.

Click the Go Back button in the toolbar to return to previous
locations.

Click the Go Forward button in the toolbar to return from Go Back.

Click the Next Page button in the toolbar to go to the next page of
the guide. Y ou can also press the PageDown and -> keysto go to
the next page.

Click the Previous Page button in the toolbar to go to the previous
page of the guide. Y ou can also pressthe PageUp and <- keysto go
to the previous page.

Click the first page button to return to the opening screen of this
guide.

Double-click the box to the left of atopic in the bookmark list to
theleft of thiswindow to jump to an explanation of that topic. Click
the triangle to the left of the bookmark to display any subtopics
marked by bookmarks.




HOW THE DISTILLER WORKS

The Acrobat Distiller” network version lets network users transform Post
Script language files into documents in the Portable Document Format
(PDF). PDF documents created by the Distiller maintain all the formatting
graphics, and photographic images that formed the original documents. Pl
documents can be viewed and printed by anyone with the Acrobat Excha
program. Here's hw network users create PDF files with the Distiller:

1 Users create PostScript language files for their documents by choosing
PostScript printer driver and printing to a file. Virtually all Windows and
Macintosh applications can create PostScript files.

2 After creating PostScript files for their documents, users copy the Post-
Script files to a directory (or folder) that is being monitored by the network
Distiller program.

3 The Distiller reads the PostScript files and creates PDF documents.

4 Users retrieve their PDF documents from the directory (or folder) wherg
you direct the Distiller to place its output. PDF files can be opened in the
Acrobat Exchange program for Windows or for the Macintosh.




STARTING THE DISTILLER PROGRAM

You start the network Distillgprogramlike any other applicatioprogram

From Windows, you can double-click the program icon in the Adobe
program group window or the program name in a File Manager file list. You
can also start the Distiller program and specify PostScript files for distilling
using the Windows Run command; dé&ng the Windows Run command
for more information.

On the Macintosh, double-click the Distiller program icon to start the pro-
gram.

From Windows and on a Macintosh running System 7, you can also start t
Distiller program by dragging the icons of one or more PostScript files ont
the Distiller program icon. In this case, the Distiller starts and converts th
PostScript files.

SeeDrag and drop distilling with WindowendDrag and drop distilling on
the MacintosHor more information about starting the Distiller by dragging
PostScript file icons onto the Distiller icon.




USING THE WINDOWS RUN COMMAND

You can start the Windows version of the Distiller by choosing the Run
command from the Program or File Manager’s File menu and entering
\anetdist\anetdist.exan the Run dialog box. (\anetdist is the default

Distiller directory. If you changed the installation default, use the directory
name you specified when installing the Distiller program.)

When you start the Distiller with the Windows Run command, you can
specify one or more PostScript files for the Distiller to process. For exampls
the following Run command string specifies twastScript files:

c:\anetdist\anetdist.exe c:\ql\chart.ps, c:\ql\report.ps

As this example shows, PostScript file names specified with the Windows
Run command are separated by commas.




DISTILLING POSTSCRIPT FILES
To create error-free PDF files, the Distiller program needs two things:

e Valid PostScript files. Users must make sure that a document prints
correctly to a PostScript printer before they create a PostScript file for the
document.

* Accessto the PostScript Type 1 fontsused in the documents.
Depending on a number of factors, Type 1 fonts might or might not be
included in the PostScript file created for adocument. WhenaType 1 fontis
not included in the PostScript file, the Distiller program must be able to find
the Type 1 font font in another location or it cannot processthe PostScript file

correctly. See Giving the Distiller access to fonts for more information.

Y ou can use any of three methods to supply the Distiller with PostScript
files:
1 You can set up “watched” directories or folders into which network users

place PostScript files and from which they retrieve converted PDF files. See
Adding and removing watched folders for more information.

More. ..




2 You can start the Distiller program and use the Open command to open a
PostScript file for conversion. After you select a PostScript file, the Distiller
program asks for the name and location of the PDF file. See

Opening PostScript files for more information.

3 You can drag theicon of one or more PostScript files onto the Distiller
application icon. (This option is not available to Macintosh System 6 users.)
See and Drag and drop distilling with Windows and Drag and drop distilling
on the Macintosh for more information.

See How the Distiller prioritizesits work for related information.

Note: You can also use the RunFile procedure to combine multiple Post-
Script filesinto a single PDF document and to tell the Distiller to distill
PostScript filesin other directories.




OPENING POSTSCRIPT FILES FOR CONVERSION

You can use the Open command in the File menu to specify PostScript fil
for the Distiller to process. Opening a PostScript file tells the Distiller to
create a PDF file for the PostScript file.

By default, when you open a PostScript file, the Distiller displays the Sav|
As dialog which you use to name and place the PDF file. You can chang
the default behavior, however, using keyboard shortcuts.

To save the PDF file in the same directory as the source PostScript file
without displaying the Save As dialog box:

For Windows, press the Shift key as you click OK in the Open dialog box,
On the Macintosh, press the Option key as you click OK in the Open dialg
box. The PDF file is given the same name as the source PostScript file b
with “.PDF” at the end of the name

To save the PDF file in the same directory as the source PostScript file
but with a different name:

For Windows, press the Control key as you click OK in the Open dialog box.
On the Macintosh, press the Command key as you click OK in the Open
dialog box.




USING THE RUNFILE PROCEDURE

The Distiller recognizes a RunFile procedure that you can use to include
PostScript files from other directories. You can use this procedure to inclugi
PostScript headers from directories other than the Startup directory (see
Initializing the Distiller with PostScript header fi)ear to distill PostScript
files in directories other than those being monitored by the Distiller.

You can also use the RunFile procedure to combine the PostScript files
separate document parts into a single PDF file. As an example, the followit
text could be placed in a file callethdBook.ps:

%!

(Diskname:\TheBook\Front.ps) RunFile
(Diskname:\TheBook\TOC.ps) RunFile
(Diskname:\TheBook\Body.ps) RunFile
(Diskname:\TheBook\Index.ps) RunFile
%EOF

When you distill the file TheBook.ps, the Distiller looks for each file refer-
enced in the RunFile procedures and creates a single PDF file named Thgé
Book.PDF that combines all files referenced in the order listed.

Note: For the Macintosh version of the Distiller, the above filename synta
would be (Diskname:TheBook:Partname.ps)




DRAG AND DROP DISTILLING ON THE
MACINTOSH

With the Macintosh version of the Distiller running under System 7, you ca
drag the icons of one or more PostScript files onto the Distiller icon (or a
alias of the Distiller program). The drag and drop feature does not work wit
System 6.

By default, the Distilledoes not display the Save As dialog box when you
use the drag and drop method. Insteadaitgs PDF files in theame older

as he source PostScript fdeand uses the same filename excdft the
extensiort.PDF.” You can tell the Distiller tdisplay the Save As dialog
box, however, by pressing a modifier key while you drag and drop Post-
Script files.

To display the Save As dialog box with theosirce folder set up as the
default directory:

Hold down the Command key while dragging the PostScript files

To display the Save As dialog box with the last folder used set up as the
default directory:

Hold down the Option key while dragging the PostScript files.




DRAG AND DROP DISTILLING WITH WINDOWS

With the Windows version of the Distiller, you can drag the icon for one of
more PostScript files from the File Manager onto

* The Distiller program name in the File Manager
* The Distiller program icon on the desktop
* The Distiller application window

By default, the Distiller does not display the Save As dialog box when yo
use the drag and drop method. Instead, it places PDF files in the same dif¢g
tory as the source PostScript files and uses the same filename except wi
the extension “.PDF.” You can tell the Distiller to display the Save As dialo£
box, however, by pressing a modifier key while you drag and drop Post-
Script files.

To display the Save As dialog box with the source directory set up as
the default directory:

Hold down the Control key while dragging the PostScript files

To display the Save As dialog box with the last directory used set up as
the default directory:

Hold down the Shift key while dragging the PostScript files.




CHANGING THE DISTILLER SETUP

After you start the network Distiller program, you can use the following
commands to change its setup:

* Choose the Job Options command from the Distiller menu to display th
Job Options dialog box. You can use the Job Options dialog box to tell the
Distiller whether or not to create thumbnails, and how to compress text,
graphics, and image data. For more informationAsEng thumbnails to
PDEF filesandCompressing data

* Choose the Watched Folders/Watched Directories command from the
Distiller menu to display a dialog box that you can use to add and delete
watched folders. For more information, ge#ling and removing watched
foldersandWatched folder options

* Choose the Font Locations command from the Distiller menu to display
dialog box that you can use to list one or more directories (or folders)

containing Type 1 fonts used in documents processed by the Distiller. For
more information, se&iving the Distiller access to fonts

You can also temporarily stop the Distiller from processing PostScript file
while you change the setup. S&rusing the Distiller to change the sefiop
more information.




PAUSING THE DISTILLER TO CHANGE
THE SETUP

When the Distiller is set up to watch network directories or foldgogegins
processing available PostScript files as soon as it starts. However, when {
Distiller program starts, it takes a few seconds to initialize itself. If you want
to change the Distiller program’s setup before it starts processing PostScr|
files, click the Pause button immediately after starting the program. The
Distiller then pauses until you click the Resume button.




ADDING AND REMOVING WATCHED FOLDERS

You use the Watched Folders/Watched Directories command to create If
and Out folders within selected directories. The program then monitors the
In folder, and when it finds a PostScript file, it creates a PDF file using th
current job-setup options, places the PDF file in the Out folder, and move;s
the PostScript file from the In folder to the Out folder. Optionally, you can
set up the Distiller to delete PostScript files from the In folder after creatin
PDF files.

You can set up the network Distiller program to watch up to 100 folders.

To add watched dlders:

1 Choose Watched Folders/Watched Directories from the Distiller menu;
then click the Add Folder/Add Directory button.

2 Use the standard method for selecting a directory orrfdfae Windows,
open the directory so the directory name appears in the New Directory bg
and choose OK. On the Macintosh, highlight the name of the folder and clic
Folder.

More. . .




The Distiller program creates an In folder and an Out folder in the selecte
folder, and places the selected folder at the bottom of the list in the Watch
Folders dialog box. Note that the Distiller does not create new In and Ou
folders if folders named In and Out already exist in the selected folder

With Windows and on a Macintosh running System 7, you can place an |
Out folder pair at the root level of a disk drive. For example, you can creatd
a pair of MS-DOS directories E:\In and E:\Out by selecting E:\ as a watche
directory.

To remove a watched folder:

1 Choose Watched Folders from the Distiller menu. The Watched Folder
Options dialog box appears.

2 Select the folder you want to remove.
3 Choose Remove. The folder is removed from the Watched Folders List

The Distiller does not delete the In and Out folders within a watched folde
when you remove the folder from the Watched Folder List.

For more information on watched folders, §getched folder optionand
How the Distiller prioritizes its work.




WATCHED FOLDER OPTIONS

You use the Watched Folder Options dialog box to control how the Distille
program manages files it reads from the In folders and places in Out foldefs
To open the dialog box, choose Watched Folders/Watched Directories frg
the Distiller menu.

* Use the Check Watched Folders Seconds box to specify the number of
seconds you want the Distiller to wait before checking watched folders. Yq
can enter any value from 1 to 10,000 seconds. (10,000 seconds is approXi
mately 2 3/4 hours.)

* Select the Deleted option if you want the Distiller to delete PostScript file
from watched folders after the PDF files are created. Select Moved to the
“Out” Folder if you want the Distiller to place PostScript files in the Out
folders with the PDF files.

* Use the Delete File check box to tell the Distiller to delete files in Out

folders after a specified number of days. You can enter from 1 to 365 day
The Distiller then automatically deletes PDF files, log files, and PostScript
files that have been in an Out folder more than the specified number of da




HOW THE DISTILLER PRIORITIZES ITS WORK

Given two or more PostScript files to process, the network Distiller prograr
processes the files in the following order:

* Files opened with the Open command are processed before files placed
watched directories (or folders). If a PostScript file is opened while the
Distiller is working on a file placed in an In folder, the Distiller processes th¢
opened file as soon as it completes the current file. You can open two or m¢
files while the Distiller is processing another file.

* Files placed in watched In folders are processed in a “round-robin”
fashion: first one file from one folder, then one file from the next folder, anc
sSo on.

Within a folder, the order that files are processed depends on the operati
system. With Windows, files are processed in the order they are listed by
bare DIR command, which usually means that older files are processed fir|
On the Macintosh, files are processedhi@alphabetical order of their
names.




ADDING THUMBNAILS TO PDF FILES

Y ou can set up the Distiller to automatically create “thumb-
nails’ for PDF files. Thumbnails are miniature images of docu-
ment pages that can be used to navigate through a document.
Users can al so create and delete thumbnailsfor individual PDF
files using the Acrobat Exchange program.

Because thumbnails canincreasethe Distiller’ sprocessing time
as well asthe size of the resulting PDF files, it’s important to
understand when thumbnails add value to PDF files. For docu-
ments with many illustrations and tables, such as newsdl etters,
software manuals, and science textbooks, thumbnails are a
powerful navigational tool. But for documents that contain few
illustrations or tables, thumbnails are less useful: all the thumb-
nails look the same.

Before you set up the Distiller to create thumbnails, you and
your users should consider the trade-offs between generating
thumbnails for all documents automatically or generating them
on an as-needed basis with the Acrobat Exchange program.

More. ..




To set up the Distiller to create thumbnails:

1 Choose Job Options from the Distiller menu. The Job Options dialog bg
appears.

2 Select the Generate Thumbnails option, and click OK.




COMPRESSING DATA

Adobe Acrobat technology represents a wonderful advance in communica-
tion, inthat it lets people easily share documents containing various fonts,
illustrations, and photographic images. But documents rich in formatting
and illustrations can be large. A single image created with a 24-bit scanner
can require several megabytes of storage.

More. ..




To help you keep the size of PDF documentsto aminimum, the Distiller pro-
vides separate data-compression methods for three kinds of information:
text and graphics, color and grayscale images, and monochrome images.

#ﬂ Job Dptions
"0 general

[<] Compress (LZW) text and graphics
[ Generate thumbnails

—Color Images [[ oK ]]

Downsample to|fy dpi
Hoownsonve o OMw
<] Compression: | JPEG Medium
— Grayscale Images
[J Downsample tomdpi

[< Compression: | JPEG Medium |

—Monochrome Images_ Defaults
[<] Downsample to|300 |dpi

(<] Compression: | CCITT Group 4 |

For more information, see Text and graphics (LZW) compression,
Color/grayscale image compression, and M onochrome image compression.
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