










IBM-COMPATIBLE REFERENCE CARD
FOR KATANA FIGHTER

* Preflight Preparation.
Insert  the flight  disk into disk drive A. then close the

RGB if you have an  RGB monitor) at the A>  prompt.
be a few seconds of delay while the  system is

prepared  for flight. Press any key after the tide screen  appears.

* Preflight Choices.
Tl~;ll~y and down arrow keys (numeric  keypad) move the highlight from choice to

[Enter] confirms  a choice of mission or  difficulty level.
* Ship Operation.
The ship is controlled by the  keyboard and numeric keypad, or  by mouse or

joystick  if available.
If you wish  to use mouse or joystick:  Press  [0] to select mouse/joystick control. Ship

will steer  in direction device is moved. Button 0 accelerates ship: Button 1
decelerates ship. Press both buttons simultaneously to fire currently selected
weapon. Pressing the spacebar will switch between the laser and missile weapon
systems. All other commands are  entered via the keyboard.

If you wish  to use the numeric keypad: The simulation begins with this  option
selected. The keypad buttons steer  the ship in the directions indicated in the diagram
on the back side of this card. [+]  accelerates  the ship ; [-]  decelerates the ship. [M]
fires  missiles [L] fires  lasers. Both [L] and [M] will operate unless “Enable

Missiles” is selected from  the  simulation menu. in which case  only [M]  will work.
Keyboard keys function a s  follows:

F Freezes action  until keypress. [ Rolls ship to  left.
0 Mouse/joystick On/Off. ] Rolls ship  to right.
S Turns  Sound  ON or OFF. F1 Slows down  simulation.
W Warp.  Engages hyperdrive. F2 Speeds up simulation.

Esc Calls up menu. F3 Sets  color  composite monitor.
Ctrl Break -Quit simulation (the “panic button”).

* Shield Activation Indicator Color.
The “s”  below the Shield Status rectangle will be red when the  shield is up, white
when it is down.

* Status Rectangle Color.
The Status  rectangles in all system monitors (Laser, Missile, Engine and Shield) use
the same  color code.  Black indicates “system OK.” red indicates system needs
repair.

* Command Mode.
Pressing  the Esc key selects Command Mode from  the cockpit. The up and down
arrow keys move  the highlight in the Command Mode menu.
The Return key chooses the highlighted Command Mode menu item while erasing
the Command Mode men”.
ESC erases  the Command Mode menu with no selection made.

* Using The Map.
Move target cursor  with up and  down arrow  keys.
Confirm  target and erase  map from screen with  Return  key.

* Map Colors.
In IBM-equipped  ships, the color  used for special objects on the  map is RED. These
objects Include outposts without ore,  antimatter shards, and the  border in the
Escort Mission. All other  objects  and boundaries are  colored WHITE or  BLUE at
all limes.



June 6.2123

Dear Fellow Solarian,

My associates have brought to my attention your lifelong record of courage, enthusiasm and
selfless attention to duty. No matter what the circumstances, you have never failed to rise to the
occasion, to succeed in the face of adversity, or to meet new challenges with  skill and willingness.

Now a challenge of unprecedented magnitude faces all the  peoples of Solaria. Humanity
must band together to bring this unwanted war  with  the evil empire of Andromeda to a rapid
close, with victory our only acceptable goal. Make no mistake about it, should Andromeda
accomplish its ends, civilization as we know it shall cease; our  descendants will live their lives
under the slavemaster’s  lash. For that is Andromeda’s true  intention, as shown by its history and
our  knowledge of the territories it has  conquered.

But Andromeda shall not succeed in this intention, no matter how superior  their numbers  and
equipment may appear at this moment. For we have one asset which is as alien to the
Andromedans,  with their insect-like  social  order and community intelligence, as they are to us.
They  can never understand  the  nature. or power of that asset -- the  free and unconquerable spirit of
the individual human which has ended so many tyrannies in the  past. We can  state with
confidence  that although the enemy can breed hordes of vicious fighters and send them hurtling
through space toward our  heartlands,  he can  never breed anything to equal, let alone surpass. the
individual intelligence and resourcefulness  of our  human citizens. In the face of thii intelligence
and resourcefulness. Andromeda’s apparent superiority is as a child’s sand-castle against a great
ocean wave.

It is therefore with total confidence that I appeal to those  special human  qualities that  shine
with such brightness in you. I ask,  in the certain  knowledge that  it will be forthcoming,  for your
cooperation in mankind’s great  effort to protect  itself, to shield its children against tyranny from
beyond the  stars. I ask you to once again sacrifice your personal goals temporarily as you step
into the cockpit of a Katana  spacefighter  to enter  the  fray against the great inhuman enemy, but I
know that you will not consider this a sacrifice. Like me, you know that  without this effort, we
will sacrifice all. You know that  if we do not tight now,  we doom all men to living like  animals
through uncounted eons. You know that nothing we may give or lose in such a struggle is truly  a
sacrifice.

Therefore, let me thank you in advance for the  contribution I am sure  you will make, and let
us both look forward to the day when all humanity can lay down arms  with the contentment that
comes  from peace, and the satisfaction that comes from the triumph of justice. There is no
question in my mind that you will cooperate to the fullest with  the accompanying notice from the
Selective Service Administration, and  I would like to be  the first to welcome you to the ranks of
the United Planets Space Force. May you and all of us enjoy good fortune  in the times to come.

Sincerely,

f+*
President of the United Planets



From : Terran Defense HQ, UPSF
Date: 5 June 2123 0714 SMT

Fellow Fighter of Solaria:

Seventeen hours ago, forces of the Hegemony of
Andromeda made an unprovoked attack on United Planets
territory, treacherously killing over 200 of our citizens  in
the Herculis  Quadrant of the Trojan Group. Therefore, a
state of war now exists between the United Planets of
Solaria  and the Hegemony.

The Andromedan fleet is'known to be  making its way
toward the Copernicus Quadrant, the richest and most-densely
populated portion of the asteroid belt. It is doubtless the
intent of the Andromedan commanders to wreak havoc among
innocent civilians who want  only to go about their peaceful
and lawful pursuits. Moreover, Andromeda's continued
presence in Copernicus Quadrant would interrupt, perhaps
forever, the production and shipment of metals vital to the
needs of Earth's teeming billions. Every freedom-loving
human  must now rally to the great task of thrusting this
evil invader back into the depths of space from whence he
came, ending his nefarious schemes forthwith.

It is with a heavy heart that I must tell you that,
although the resources and manpower of Earth are being
mobilized, you must face the beginnings of this challenge to
the sovereignty of mankind alone. It will be weeks before
the forces necessary to assist you in this struggle'can be
assembled and sent to your side. During those weeks, you,
and you alone, must delay the enemy from the heartless
execution of his bloody task. You must form the wall of our
defenses, harrying the enemy,
our rightful wrath.

letting him feel the shadow of
You must give him a taste of the doom

that will so inevitably encompass him when the vast and
mighty fleets of humanity arrive to put him to the sword.
YOU, and you alone,
in your tiny ship,

must soar the trackless wastes of space
searching out this affront to decency,

and destroying it wherever you may find it. We do not doubt
that you will find it, nor that you will destroy it.

The trust and hopes of all humanity fly with you.

Good luck,

Wilbur Tark, Gen., UPSF



OPERATION



NEW TIMES, NEW YORK, NY

Galaxy City, Terra, June 4-At 2130 SMT today, UP
President Giorgi Spelnikov officially declared war with
Andromeda.

The declaration  came only eleven hours after
confirmation of Andromedan warships entering UP
territory, apparently in an  attempt to take over the
mineral-rich Trojan asteroid group near Jupiter. The
incursion resulted in over 200 deaths and the
destruction of at least six UP ships within minutes after
the Andromedan  fleet was first detected by a  remote
outpost.

Spelnikov spent the eleven hours in hologram
conference with galactic chiefs, top cabinet advisers,
congressional leaders and planetary governors, said
aides.

“Everything has been tried to avoid this conflict,”
Diamond  Hall  press secretary Pierre  Caulfield.

speaking after the annotmcement  “The Aodromedans
won’t negotiate a peaceful settlement.”

Twenty-seven years of warship-supported
expansion have not relieved Andromeda’s shortage of
natural resources. The metal-laden Trojan asteroids
have become  an increasingly attractive target for
acquisition.

Last year an Adorn&n  delegation met W
ofticials with demands for access to rhe asteroids.
Foreign exchange secretary Armaod Astor re rted at
that time that the Andromedaas had no desire or bade;r
they simply presented claims  on half the mining
outposts in the Trojan Group.

Talks indicated that even if Solaria  had been willing
to agree to such an arraogement, Aodromcdan
satisfaction would liiely  be short-lived. “Andromeda
has no wish to develop new outposts,” Astor stated after
discussions in September. “Their only interest is in
fully equipped and operational asteroid factories,
complete with supplies of ate and other raw materials.
This inter&t  does not include any desire by Andromeda
to pay for anything they might acquire.” The meeting
produced no agreement.

At the time, Astor was accused of “inflammatory
rhetoric” by pacifst critics. He generated controversy
with off-the-cuff references to “banditry” and “robber-
barons.” Astor later apologized for making the
remarks, but refused to retract them.

Further meetings with Astor and other high officials
occurred in the following months, but the Aodromedan
delegation refused to accept any of the Solar& team’s
dozens of proposals. Never yyarm,  relations with
Andromeda cc&d  further.

Talks ceased in April, sod rumors of trouble began
scan after. Outsystem leaders have become frequent
visitors to Galaxy City as they forge and confm
alliices with solaria.

Now the Aodmmedans have indicated by four
increasingly  hostile actions during the past ten days that

theheyuF chosen war to obtain their goals in the Trojan

Mny26.  Aodmmcdan  commandos staged lightning
raids on three of the richest mining centers in the
Copemican Quadrant, escaping with over thirty tons of
partiallyenriched  uranium.

May  31. Aodmmedao  attack vessels destroyed a
Solarian lifepod flying escort to Orionese state
department personnel.

June 2. A Up exploration ship discovered massive
stores of toxic micro-organisms in the Trojan Group,
confming  earlier SIA report9  that the Andmmedans
intend conducting biological warfare against Solaria.

Today, June  4. Invasion. At least one fleet of
Aodmmedao warships has entered the Trojan Group,
and has attacked Solariao vessels and iostallations.

Human Solidarity;
Military & Industrial Build-up.

“Our desire for peace has not diminished. We shall
continue to seek a negotiated settlement with the
government of Andromeda,” President Spelnikov
wncluded  today. “But the chances for successful
negotiations are not good. We must prepare to fight for
OUT freedom...aod  for our lives.”

The president stressed the solidarity of the human
nations in this cause, citing the expressed support of the
Aristotelian Guild, of the Orion Republic, and of the
Centaurian Free State.

During his speech, President Spehdkov announced
the regearing of industrial facilities for wartime
production, with emphasis on the manufacture of
warships and weaponry. As an  interim measure,
several hundred existing lifepod spaceships will be
converted into “Kataoa”  single-seat fighters.

“Our need for volunteers cannot be
overemphasized,” said Spelnikov, the strain of the last
few days clearly apparent, his face haggard and his
voice trembling slightly. “We can  only hope that those
citizens who are qualified to fly in space will rally in
the name of humanity. Or humanity may cease to
exist”

Social Techmxmt  leader Miklos Andropoulos
voiced agreement with Spelnikov, ending his normal
strident opposition to administration policies. “This is
not a time for partisan politics,” he told reporters.
“Aodromedao intentions have been made very, very
clear. It is the duty of every Sokuiao to stand behind
his government in this time of crisis. We must put
aside our differences and face the enemy together. And
let no one doubt he is an  enemy.”



THE LONDON POCKET TIMES,  LONDON, ENGLAND

DIPLOMATIC
VESSEL
ATTACKED;
ESCORT
DESTROYED
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UNPUBLISHED ARTICLE, INTERCEPTED ON AP TIGHTBEAM

OUTPOSTS RAIDED

VIRGINIA CITY, COPERNICUS QUADRANT, TROJAN GROUP,
MAY 26--PHI, ADONIS AND SPARTA RESOURCE STATIONS
LOST MORE THAN 30 TONS OF 5%-ENRICHED URANIUM IN
COMMANDO-STYLE RAIDS TODAY. PHI WAS ATTACKED AT
1004 SMT, ADONIS AT 1214, AND SPARTA AT 1608. THE TIMING
INDICATES THAT THE RAIDERS USED A SINGLE VERY FAST
SHIP, BUT THERE IS SPECULATION THAT THE STOLEN CARGO
MAYHAVEBEENTRANSFERREDTOALARGERVESSEL
BETWEEN AlTACKS.

URANIUM IS OF COURSE ESSENTIAL TO THE FUELING OF
SPACESHIPS, AS WELL AS FOR PLANETSIDE ENERGY NEEDS.
WHILE IT IS NOT COMMON IN THE ASTEROIDS, LARGE
AMOUNTS ARE COLLECTED DURING THE PROCESSING OF
OTHER METALS. THE PRESENCE OF URANIUM IS ONE MORE
REASON THE ASTEROIDS BELT IS ESPECIALLY-VALUED
SOLARIAN  TERRITORY.

MINERS AT THE EIGHT OUTPOSTS STILL WORKING IN
COPERNICUS QUADRANT ARE DEMANDING THAT PRESIDENT
SPELNIKOV ACCORD NATIONAL-EMERGENCY STATUS TO~THE
RAIDS, THUS ALLOWING UP NAVY WARSHIPS TO PATROL THE
REGION. THE OUTPOSTS THEMSELVES ARE UNARMED AND
UNSHIELDED.

IN A DIFFERENT VEIN, EXPERTS WRYLY COMMENTED ON
THE SIZE OF THE TAKE FROM THE THREE OUTPOSTS.
“PICKUP SHIPS VERY RARELY LOAD ANYWHERE NEAR TEN
TONS FROM ONE OUTPOST,” SAID JUAN MARCOS, ASSOCIATE
SECRETARY OF MINING AND MANUFACTURING. “OUTPUT HAS
AVERAGED ABOUT FIVE TONS A WEEK FOR THE LAST THREE
YEARS. AND, THE LAST PICKUPS WERE ONLY A DAY OR TWO
BEFORE THE RAID. YOU CAN BE SURE WE’RE GOING TO
INVESTIGATE TO LEARN WHY THESE THREE OUTPOSTS EACH
HAD TEN TONS OF URANIUM ON HAND SO SOON AFTER THE
PICKUP SHIP SUPPOSEDLY CLEANED THEM OUT. IT CAN
HARDLY BE COINCIDENCE THAT EACH OUTPOST HAD
RECORD AMOUNTS OF URANIUM JUST WHEN THE RAIDERS
ARRIVED.”

NONE OF THE SEVENTEEN OUTPOST PERSONNEL KNOWN
TO HAVE WITNESSED THE RAID WERE AVAILABLE FOR
COMMENT.

(SUPP
&L

SSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXECUTIVE ORDER #23-187/C)
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ELECTRONEWS (COMNET ONLINE SERVICE), CHICAGO

COMBAT NO PICNIC FOR PILOTS
Ovid  Center, Copemlcus  Quadrant, June S-The first encounters between Andromedan forces
and hastily mobilized  Katana fighters have shown the enemy to be a tough opponent. Initial
rew/ts  were &rely favorable to Solarian  pik2.s.  wilh Andmmedan /asses  on/y a few ships higher
than our own.

One of the most successful Solarian  fliers was Lt. Miguel  O’Brien, a/ready rated an ace with
six Andmmedan ki//s confirmed. He spoke brief/y with reporters in the ready room of the
impromptu UPSF attack center here, giving a somewhat different pitiure of the enemy than has
been pronwlgated in official releases.

“You can forget that stuff about the Bugs beihg  dumb,” said O’Erien. “They may not think like
we do, but they know how to f/y a warship. I mean, &ok, their pibts  are genetically tailared  for
the job, then they’re reflex-trained from the moment they pupate. So in a way, they’re like
superbly programmed computers. They can assess a battle situation and take the right action. If
you donY  do everything just right, they’ll kill  you very quickly. Who cares if they think about it or
not?”

But what is the right thing to do? How did O’Brien not on/y survive, but destroy six enemy
ships as well?

“The first time, I was lucky, ” he admitted. 7 fired and missed a few times trying to hit some
Daggers from the side. That irritated the Bugs, I guess, because the next thing I knew, three of
them were coming  right at me. I was getting low on ammo, so I turned tail and ran at full
acceleration, hoping I had enough engine to get away from them.

1 didn’t work. They lined up behind me and matched my thrust. In no time they were taking
potshots at me. They can shoot, too. My shie/d  was taking a pounding from their lasers.

“We/f,  the only thing I cou/d  think of to do at that point was brake and hope they’d keep on
going. Fortunately, it worked. I hit full  retrothmsters, and before they caught on to what I was
doing, they were past me, showing me those nice white unshielded tail sections. I got off three
quick shots, and it was a// over.

“Anyway, I fried  the same thing a little while later, and it worked again. Seems to be a pretty
ehctlve  tactic. ”

This reporfer  commented that O’Brien made fighting Andromedans sound pretty simple.
O’Brien qutikly set me straight.

“/t isn’t simple at all. Like I said, I was lucky, * he asserted, with surprising mildness. “Your
timing has to be perfect, for one thing. Slow down too soon, and the enemy will just f/are out to
the sides and knock the stuffing out of you. Wait too long, and he’// shoot you to pieces from the
rear. For another thing, even if you get the braking maneuver right, you’ve still got to do some
darn good shooting in just a few seconds.” for a moment his youthful face looked o/d. “It  would
be very easy to mess up. ”

As O’Brien finished speaking, an a/arm sounded in the ready room, announcing another
scramble-an Andromedan attack group had been spotted entering the sector. In less than five
seconds, the room was empty of pilots.

This time Lt. Migue/  O’Brien wasn’t so lucky. He scored two more ki//s,  but he didn’t wme
back.
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I'HE  WALL STREET JOURNAL, NEW YORK

INDUSTRY
PREPARES FOR

WAR
New York, Terra, June !&-President
Spelnikov’s announcement of war
yesterday has spurred heavy invest-
ment in war-related industry, which
some analysts feel may encourage
growth in an economy which has been
sluggish through the last few months.
Early reports indicate the analysts are
right, with the Dow Jones-Yoshima in-
dustrial average up over 400 points to
close yesterday at over 154,000 for
the first time since September.

The industries most immediately
affected are those manufacturing
weapons and spaceships, of course.
Boeing-Lockheed, setting up for the
conversion of 126 Katana fighters,
leads the list of firms benefiting from
the latest military appropriations, but
there are nearly three thousand others
on the list of contractors receiving
orders yesterday. Everything needed
for space combat, from thermal under-
wear to T-rations, is being rushed into
production.

Experts are divided in their opinions
on the benfits  of this military produc-
tion surge. Some are optimistic,
pointing out the “ripple effect” as
money pours into key industries and
spreads into local communities.
Others claim that gains will be short-
lived and limited to a small part of the
overall economy, tapering off quickly
as soon as the war winds down. The
most pessimistic call attention to the
vulnerability of Solaria’s supply line--

that tenuous arc of ore canisters tum-
bling toward Earth from the asteroids.
If mining is interrupted by fighting in
the Trojan group for any length of
time, they say, Terran industries will
collapse from a lack of raw materials,
regardless of the demand for their
products.

One dark cloud on the horizon is
the possibility of strikes. Major labor
union leaders met yesterday to dis-
cuss strategies to fight extensions to
the current ten-hour work week, which
they believe will be proposed by the
administration. “It isn’t a question of

, patriotism,” WFL-Cl0 president
Telford Rodney said in a prepared
statement after the meeting. “We’re
as patriotic as anyone else. If over-
time is needed to meet the demands
of the war effort, we’re willing to put it
in. What we’re opposed to is legisla-
tion that will increase the basic
straight-time work week and negate
gains that we’ve had to fight for over
the years. If President Spelnikov or
anyone else introduces a bill to in-
crease the week to twelve or fourteen
hours, we’ll oppose it. We’ll oppose it
with every resource at our disposal.”

But in spite of the fears of the
doomsayers, the economy already
shows signs of responding positively
to the war news and armament orders.
A rise in employment offers has been
reported, and Solarian  currency value
remained stable in trading yesterday
and today after weeks of fluctuation.
Barring loss of the Trojan asteroids to
the Andromedans, most experts are
predicting steady growth during the
war, with the establishment of many
new companies which should remain
in business after the war ends.
























